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Abstract. Commelina luhei Faden (Commelinaceae) 
is newly described from southeastern Kenya, also 

It is distinguished from C. kotschyi Hasskarl by its 
larger, less undulate-margined leaves, larger spathes, 
and different distribution and ecology; from C. 
imberbis Ehrenberg ex Hasskarl and C. mascarenica 
C. B. Clarke by its capsule shape, appendaged seeds, 
and consistently clasping leaf bases; and from all 
three species by the presence of solely acicular hairs 
on the adaxial lamina midrib. Commelina milne- 
redheadii Faden is newly described from Zambia, also 
in Angola and Democratic Republic of the Congo. It 
differs from C. scaposa C. B. Clarke by the presence of 
leaves on the flowering shoots and larger spathes; from 
C. hockii De Wildeman ly it nanowei leaves and 
much smaller, striped spathes; from C. welwitschii C. 
B. Clarke by its tuberous roots, fewer-veined spathes, 
and several- to many-flowered upper cincinnus; and 
from all three species by its blue flowers and seeds 
with a dorsal ridge. 
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Commelina L. is the largest £ 
ceae worldwide and in Africa. The combined areas of 
the Flora of Tropical East Africa (Kenya, Uganda, and 
Tanzania) and Flora Zambesiaca (Malawi, Mozam¬ 
bique, Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Botswana) are espe¬ 
cially rich in these species (Faden, 2001). In the 
course of writing family treatments for these floras, 
eight new species of Commelina have been described 
(Faden, 1994a, 2001, 2003; Faden & Alford, 2001). 
Two further species are described in this paper. 

should normally include floral, capsule, and seed 
morphology. The frequent lack of mature seeds and 

has led to the provisional recognition but infrequent 
description of new African taxa by careful research¬ 
ers, such as the late J. P. M. Brenan of Kew. Two such 
provisional species, recognized in the Kew Herbari¬ 
um, have recently been described as C. polhillii  Faden 

& Alford (Faden & Alford, 2001) and C. kituloensis 
Faden (Faden, 2001). 

were either completely overlooked or treated as odd 
specimens at Kew. Commelina lukei Faden was 
included within C. imberbis Ehrenberg ex Hasskarl, 
but new characters have been found that can be used 
in herbarium specimens to clearly separate these 
species. Specimens of C. milne-redheadii Faden 
included a collection that had been described as C. 
welwitschii C. B. Clarke var. glabra K. Schumann and 
other collections that were associated with C. 

the present study, it has been possible to recognize C. 
milne-redheadii as a distinct species because of the 
availability of complete material, including liquid- 
preserved flowers and mature capsules and seeds. 
Recently discovered, unnamed collections from An¬ 
gola at the Natural History Museum (BM) have 
increased the known geographic range and morpho¬ 
logical variation in this species. 

1. Commelina lukei Faden, sp. nov. TYPE: Kenya. 
Kwale District: Kaya Kinondo, 4°23'S, 39°32'E, 
alt. 5 m, edge of lowland forest on coral rag, 17 
Oct. 2000, W. R. Q. Luke et al. 7080 (holotype, 
US3403791; isotypes, EA, K, MO not seen, 
US3403790). Figures 1, 2A-C, J, 3B. 

(1.6—)2—4(—5.5) cm longo, solitariae, P(1.4-)L8-2.5 cm 
longae, (0.5-)0.7-1.2 cm altae, pagmis pubescent ibus, 

4- vel 5-seminales; 
1.75-4 
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Figure 4. Commelina milne-redheadii Faden. —A. Habit. —B. Flowering shoot. —C. Spathe. —D. Bisexual flower, front/ 
lateral view. —E. Lower petal. —F. Staminode. —G. Immature 
Ventral locule seed, dorsal view. —J. Ventral locule seed, ventral view. —K. Dorsal locule seed, dorsal view. —L. Dorsal 
locule seed, ventral view. All  from Milne-Redhead 2824 (K): A, C & I-L  from sheet 2 of 2; B from sheet 1 of 2; D-H from Kew 
Spirit Collection 38421. Illustration by A. R. Tangerini. 






